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ocuments relating to it laid before the Convention, tian their second tactical mistake was made; and lade by one of their very ablest and most accom-lished leaders. When George Mason arose, every-ody knew that the foes of the Constitution were bout to develop the first move in their order of attle. Spectators and members were breathless ith suspense. Mason was the author of Virginia's institution and Bill of Rights and one of the lost honorable, able, and esteemed members of the legislature.
He had been a delegate to the Federal Conven-on and, with Randolph, had refused to sign the Constitution. Sixty-two years old, his snow-white air contrasting with his blazing dark eyes, his commanding stature clad in black silk, his full, lear voice deliberate and controlled, George Ma-3n was an impressive figure as he stood forth to trike the first blow at the new ordinance of Na-ionality.1 On so important a subject, he did not bink any rules should prevent "the fullest and learest investigation/' God's curse would be small ompared with "what will justly fall upon us, if from ny sinister views we obstruct the fullest inquiry." ^he Constitution, declared Mason, should be debated, clause by clause/' before any question was put.2
1 Grigsby, i, 69-70. In the descriptions of the dress, manners, and ppearance of those who took part in the debate, Grigsby's account as been followed. Grigsby took infinite pains and gave many years :> the gathering and verifying of data on these picturesque subjects; e was personally intimate with a large number of the immediate defendants of the members of the Convention and with a few who were ye-witnesses; and his reconstruction of the scenes in the Convention i believed to be entirely accurate.                         2 Elliott, iii, 3.